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Prescreening Questionnaire for Research/Instruction Involving 
DNA and RNA Molecules

Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC)
****** All Responses Must Be Typed ******

Valid until 12/31/2012
Some research practices (even if ancillary to the experimental goal) involving strands and/or segments of DNA or RNA must conform to the NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant DNA Molecules. This questionnaire will enable you and the IBC to determine if procedures conducted in your lab involving DNA/RNA molecules require review and approval by the IBC. 
DEFINITIONS FOR CLARIFICATION:

· Recombinant DNA (rDNA) molecules are defined as either:  (i) molecules that are constructed outside living cells by joining natural or synthetic DNA segments to DNA molecules that can replicate in a living cell, or (ii) molecules that result from the replication of those described in (i) above.

· Nucleic acids that are not and cannot be replicated inside organisms, cells, or viruses are not considered rDNA.  Commonly encountered examples of synthetic DNA not considered to be rDNA are simple Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) products, synthetic oligonucleotides/primers, and complementary DNA (cDNA) obtained by reverse transcription of RNA.  
If your research involves the use of rDNA molecules as defined above, please complete the following questionnaire to determine whether a full IBC application is required.


	Principal Investigator:

	Penn State Access UserID (e.g., abc123):
	Campus Address:

	Mailing Address (If different than campus):

	University Status (Faculty, Staff, Post-doc, Grad. Student):
	Telephone:

	Dept:
	College:
	Campus:


	Is there anyone you wish to include on correspondence related to this protocol (e.g., a study coordinator, etc.)?

	Name:

	Penn State Access UserID (e.g., abc123)
	Campus Address:

	Mailing Address (If different than campus):

	University Status (Faculty, Staff , Post-doc, Grad. Student):
	Telephone:

	Dept:
	College:
	Campus:



[image: image1]
1. Will you be performing ANY rDNA experiments which are NOT encompassed by one or more of the following types of experiments?


     Yes

     No
· Recombinant DNA in tissue culture

·  Escherichia coli K-12 Host-Vector Systems
· Saccharomyces Host-Vector Systems
· Bacillus subtilis or Bacillus licheniformis Host-Vector Systems
· rDNA or synthetic DNA which is never present inside of any organism, cell, or virus

·  rDNA consisting entirely of segments from the same species, closely related strains of the same species, or species known to naturally exchange DNA
2. Will eukaryotic viral genome segments used in tissue culture be comprised of more than ½ of the full viral genome?





     Yes

     No

     Not Applicable
3. Will organisms (including cells in culture) or viruses containing rDNA be cultured in volumes exceeding 10L?





     Yes

     No
4. Will rDNA be derived from risk group 3 or 4 agents, or from restricted organisms (Section V-L of NIH rDNA Guidelines)?



     Yes

     No
5. Will E. coli K-12 hosts contain conjugation proficient plasmids and/or generalized transducing phages?

     Yes

     No

     Not Applicable
6. Will B. subtilis or B. licheniformis hosts be spore-forming strains or revert to spore-formers with frequencies > 10-7 ?



     Yes

     No

     Not Applicable
7. Will genes coding for the biosynthesis of molecules toxic to vertebrates be deliberately cloned?

     Yes

     No

     Not Applicable
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If you are unable to submit this form electronically, it may be signed by the Principal Investigator and mailed to the Office for Research Protections, The 330 Building, Suite 205, University Park, PA.  Handwritten applications are not accepted.
______________________________________





Office for Research Protections





 The 330 Building, Suite 205


University Park, PA 16802


(814) 865-1775


Fax: (814) 863-8699
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Office Use Only:





IBC #: 








Project Title: 





Please answer all of the following questions.





If all answers to the following questions are either “No” or “Not Applicable,” please email this completed questionnaire to the Institutional Biosafety Committee (� HYPERLINK "mailto:ORP-Biosafety@rtto.psu.edu" �ORP-Biosafety@rtto.psu.edu�) 





If the answer to any of the following questions is “Yes,” please complete the �HYPERLINK "http://www.research.psu.edu/orp/areas/biohazardous/applications/index.asp"��Application for the Use of Biohazardous Material�, and email the completed application to the Institutional Biosafety Committee (� HYPERLINK "mailto:ORP-Biosafety@rtto.psu.edu" �ORP-Biosafety@rtto.psu.edu�) 





Note: Emailed form submissions must be sent from the Principal Investigator’s email address.








If all answers to the preceding questions are either “No” or “Not Applicable,” please email this completed questionnaire to the Institutional Biosafety Committee (� HYPERLINK "mailto:ORP-Biosafety@rtto.psu.edu" �ORP-Biosafety@rtto.psu.edu�). 





If the answer to any of the preceding questions is “Yes,” please complete the �HYPERLINK "http://www.research.psu.edu/orp/areas/biohazardous/applications/index.asp"��Application for the Use of Biohazardous Material�, and email the completed application to the Institutional Biosafety Committee (� HYPERLINK "mailto:ORP-Biosafety@rtto.psu.edu" �ORP-Biosafety@rtto.psu.edu�). 
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